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Discovery secure on Pad 39A, 
gets prepped for February launch 

KSC celebrates African 
American History Month 

� Shuttle Update: 
Space shuttle Discovery 

is settled on Launch Pad 
39A after its rollout 

Wednesday morning (below).  
First motion out of the VAB was at 5:17 
a.m. Rollout was delayed slightly so 
technicians could work minor technical 
issues related to aft skirt purge and the 
mobile launcher platform heaters, which 
are needed when temperatures are below 
45 degrees. Discovery was hard down on 
the pad at 12:16 p.m. 

 

 

 

� February Is African American
History Month: February is National 
African American History Month 
(AAHM) and KSC proudly joins the Na-
tion in celebrating the outstanding 
achievements and contributions made by 
African Americans.  Participation in this 
annual observance will give all KSC em-
ployees an opportunity to recognize and 
commemorate the cultural diversity of 
our work force.  

 

 The Black Employee Strategy Team,  
or BEST, will host the following activi-
ties to commemorate AAHM with more 
details to come throughout February: 
• Annual AAHM Luncheon – Feb. 19, 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m. at the Debus Center.  Guest 
speaker is  Christyl Johnson, NASA as-
sistant associate administrator. 
• Evelyn Johnson Scholarship – To be 
awarded at the AAHM Luncheon. 
• BEST Fridays – African-American in-
spired entrees served in KSC Cafeterias 
on Fridays throughout February.  
�  NASA Science Update To Discuss 
Mars Atmosphere Activity — NASA 
will hold a science update at 2 p.m. today 
to discuss analysis of the Martian atmos-
phere that raises the possibility of life or 
geologic activity. The briefing will be 
broadcast live on NASA Television.  
 The briefing participants are Michael 
Meyer, Mars program lead scientist at 
NASA Headquarters in Washington; Mi-
chael Mumma, senior planetary scientist 
and director at the Goddard Center for 
Astrobiology at NASA's Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md.;  
Geronimo Villanueva, planetary scientist 
and astrobiologist at the Goddard Space 
Flight Center;  Sushil Atreya, professor 
of atmospheric and space science at the 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor; 
and Lisa Pratt, professor of geological 
sciences at Indiana University in Bloom-
ington, Minn. 

� Bridge Closing — The Roy Bridges 
Bridge will be reduced to one lane of ve-
hicle traffic for scheduled maintenance 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. today and Fri-

day.   Saturday, the bridge will be closed 
to all traffic from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
�  PM Challenge 2009 Registration 
Open Online — Registration is open for 
the NASA PM Challenge 2009 to be held 
Feb. 24-25. Register today at:  
http://pmchallenge.gsfc.nasa.gov/regist
ration2009.htm. The PM Challenge 
speaker schedule is posted at: 
http://pmchallenge.gsfc.nasa.gov/progr
am.htm. 
�  Girls Engineering Workshop —  
Registration is open until Monday for the 
Introducing Girls to Engineering Work-
shop for girls in third to sixth grades to 
be held at Cocoa Beach Junior/Senior 
High School on Jan. 31.  Details for this 
program sponsored by the Society of 
Women Engineers is on the Web at 
www.swe-sc.org/IGEW.  
 Volunteers also are being sought to 
help with this program.  Leaders are 
needed for several workshop sessions 
and helpers for all sessions.  Registra-
tion information is on the Web at 
http://www.swe-
sc.org/IGEW/VolunteerReg.htm.  
 If you have any questions, please 
contact Judy Kersey at 
judy.kersey@swe.org or call 321-783-
4644 (after 10 a.m.). 

 

Countdown is published every Tuesday & 
Thursday for NASA KSC employees. Dead-
lines are 9 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays. E-
mail news to anita.l.barrett@nasa.gov. For 
questions or information, e-mail or call 867-
2815. You can also find PDF editions of  
Countdown on the Web at:    
http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/new
s/countdown/countdown_toc.html.
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